
Christmas trees are the most beautiful addition to your home at Christmas time
but they can still be beautiful without harming the environment. Here are some
tips on how to help protect our environment by having a more eco-friendly
Christmas tree.

      Fake or real?

There is some debate but it is
believed that overall real Christmas
trees are better for our planet as
they require much less energy to
produce than fake trees. There are
some important steps you can take
when buying your Christmas tree:
buy locally if you can, look online for
your nearest Christmas tree farm, look for the symbol of the British Christmas
Tree Growers Association (BCTGA), or look for the Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC) symbol. These steps will all help to ensure you are getting the most
environmentally-friendly tree possible.

Replanting 

The great thing is that if you buy a rooted
Christmas tree it can be replanted in your
garden so you can experience it’s beauty
all year long!

Before replanting your tree, take it
outside in it’s pot and leave it in a cold,
sheltered area for a week or two before
planting to give it it’s best chance of

 survival. Then you only need to dig a hole around 2 to 3 times larger than the
rootball of the tree and plant it!

It is important to bear in mind that Christmas trees can grow huge when replanted
so are best suited to larger gardens, but another option is to keep the tree in it’s
pot outside and then it can be used next Christmas as well!



Reusing and Recycling

If you bought a cut tree then you can’t replant it, but there are other
environmentally-friendly options for reusing and recycling your tree. Most local
councils will do kerb side collections of Christmas trees in the first few weeks of
January and many councils also have Christmas tree drop-off points. These
collected trees can then be used to make chippings and mulch for local parks
and woodlands.

There are other things you can do to
reuse your tree at home as well!
You could prop up a cut tree
in your garden and use it as
a bird feeder, hanging
strings of berries and
popcorn. You could even
stack cut branches
to make a wildlife
shelter in your
garden.
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